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#1 Aftermath of the anti-Asian riots
Photograph taken on September 8, 1907 of Shanghai Alley in Vancouver’s Chinatown following 
the anti-Asian riots.

“Shanghai Alley in Chinatown after riots,” The University of British Columbia: Wallace B. Chung and Madeline H. The Chung collec-
tion, CC-PH-00217, 1907
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Telegram from Mr. Kishie to Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier
Telegram sent from Mr. Kishie to Prime Minister Wilfrid Laurier 
on September 8, 1907. 
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“Telegraphic message from Mr. Kikujiro Ishii at Vancouver B.C. September 8, 1907 re: Japanese riots in Vancouver, page 1,” Library and Ar-
chives Canada – Sir Wilfrid Laurier fonds, Online MIKAN no. 449131, 1907
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Chinese reaction to the riots
Newspaper article published on September 10, 1907 in The 
Daily Colonist, a Victoria newspaper.
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The Daily Colonist
September 10, 1907

… The Chinese have also quit work in mills, restaurants, and houses, and will 
not go back till the trouble is over. About one-third of the restaurants in the city 
are closed, and those employing white labor are simply overwhelmed with busi-
ness …. Mayor Bethune has issued a statement expressing his regret that the 
riot should have occurred, and urging all citizens to moderation. Nothing but 
condemnation is heard on every hand for the hoodlumism [criminal behaviour] 
that disgraced the city [Vancouver] on Saturday night …. Leading labor men 
[workers and members of unions] in the city generally deprecate [disapprove of] 
the outrages as harmful to their cause.
“Vancouver Orientals fear further attacks: Work of hoodlums condemned by labor leaders and citizens—mayor issues statement,” The Daily 
Colonist (Victoria) (September 10, 1907).

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Police action during the riots
Excerpt from a newspaper published in the Vancouver Province 
newspaper on September 11, 1907. 
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The Vancouver Province
September 11, 1907

A youth named James Walsh was charged with damaging property. Chief Cham-
berlin told of seeing him in company with two or three others on Pender Street 
deliberately stopping to kick out a window in a Chinese building. The Chief gave 
chase and Walsh ran into the arms of Officer Kuner, who was watching on the 
railway tracks …. The boy had shouted “Rescue! Rescue!” when arrested, and 
had offered violent resistance. He was committed for trial.

Vancouver Province (September 11, 1907) © Expired.

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.



consortium
thinkingcritical

the

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Testimony regarding number of 
convictions
Excerpt from the Royal Commission to Investigate Losses by 
the Chinese Population of Vancouver, British Columbia, on the 
Occasion of the Riots in That City in September, 1907, published 
in 1908 by the Canadian federal government. The selection 
below is part of an interview conducted by W.L. Mackenzie King 
of a police inspector.
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Q: In your opinion, is the police court in this city adequate at the 
present time?
A: Well that is ….

Q: It is an embarrassing question I admit, as you are responsible 
for the control of the city.
A: I must say that I don’t think we have men enough.

Q: I think it is up to the Mayor to get you some more.
A: Well I think he is doing the best he can.

Q: Are you able to tell how many convictions [individuals found 
guilty] have been obtained?
A: Not offhand, I think it was fifteen committed for trial, there 
were quite a number, I think I may say fifteen, though I am not 
prepared to swear positive [state without any doubt] of that. Some 
few of them the Grand Jury [a special jury that determines whether 
there is enough evidence to send the accused to trail] found to bill 
[bill of indictment indicating that there was sufficient evidence 
to justify putting the person in jail], but I think it was nine were 
put on their trial, and most of them were convicted [found guilty].

Public Works and Government Services Canada, Royal Commission to Investigate Losses by the Chinese Population of Vancouver, British 
Columbia, on the Occasion of the Riots in That City in September, 1907 C 33846 (Ottawa, 1908), p. 407.

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Riots expected, according to 
British officials
Excerpt from a newspaper article published in the Washington 
Post on September 11, 1907.
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The Washington Post
September 11, 1907

… The News of the attacks on Japa-
nese and Chinese in Vancouver, British 
Columbia did not surprise the colonial 
and foreign offices here, who had long 
feared an outbreak against the Asiat-
ics in Western Canada, but they have 
the greatest confidence in the abil-
ity of the Canadians to suppress any 
disturbances and protect aliens. At 
the same time the officials realize that 
a most serious problem has arisen, 
particularly as the feelings appears to 
be strongest against the subjects of 
Great Britain’s Eastern ally [Japan], 
and that it will require a most care-
ful handling, for whatever actions is 
taken is likely to be resented either by 
the colony or by Japan ….

“Riots Were Expected” Washington Post, (September 11, 1907) © Ex-
pired.

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Japanese demand repayment
Newspaper article published in the Vancouver Province on 
September 13, 1907.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

The Vancouver Province
September 13, 1907

It is understood that the local Japanese are now 
preparing their little bill for damages incurred 
during the recent mob action in their quarters 
[part of the city], and that the total amount of 
the claim will be about $7500. The items covered 
by the individual claims deal solely with actual 
damages to property through the breaking of 
glass, etc., and do not take into account in any 
manner any claim for wear and tear on the feel-
ings of the owners interested in the properties or 
the indirect loss resulting from the inconvenience 
occasioned.

“Japanese Prepare Bill for Damages” Vancouver Province (September 13, 1907) © 
Expired.
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Fair compensation for the 
Japanese?
Excerpt from a newspaper article published in the Wall Street 
Journal on November 13, 1907.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Japanese Riot Damages.

Ottawa—A report from W. L. Mack-
enzie King to the Secretary of State 
states that a final readjustment has been made in 
all damage claims of the Japanese in Vancouver in connection with 
the riots last September. Mr. King has awarded damages totalling $1,775 
on fifty-six claims present. The total amount asked for was $13,500. The 
awards are considered satisfactory by the Japanese.

“Japanese Riot Damages” Wall Street Journal (November 13, 1907) © Expired.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Testimony of Chinese merchant 
submitting damage expenses
Excerpt from the Royal Commission to Investigate Losses by 
the Chinese Population of Vancouver, British Columbia, on the 
Occasion of the Riots in That City in September, 1907, published 
in 1908 by the Canadian federal government. The selection 
below is part of an interview conducted by W.L. Mackenzie King 
of a Chinese merchant regarding riot expenses.
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Q: How long did you have them 
(guards)?
A: Six nights.
Q: Sure you had two?
A: Yes.
Q: I think you paid them too 
much if you paid $2.50; $2 
should be enough for guards.
A: They won’t work for $2.00.
Q: Did you have any other ex-
penses?
A: Some extras I could not 
think of, but $3 material for 
boarding up two windows. Pur-
chased two revolvers and the 
Police captured them.
Q: Did they give them back to 
you?
A: No.
Q: Did you ask for them?
A: I didn’t ask for them; they 
took it away.
Q: I had a letter yesterday 
from the Chief of Police in 
which he said all the revolvers 
and rifles taken away were re-
turned to those from whom they 
were taken.
A: I didn’t get any one back.

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Q: Didn’t get any compensation ei-
ther?
A: No.
Q: You better go around and see 
the Chief of Police. Present your 
complaints and tell him I told 
you that he said that the police 
had returned all the firearms 
that were taken away and you 
have not got yours back and you 
would like to get it back.
A: All right.
Q: I have a very high opinion of 
the Chief of Police here; I think 
anything he would say would be 
about right. There must be some 
mistake; you go and see him and 
come back and tell me. That comes 
to about $200. Your claim is for 
$160. Your claim will pass all 
right.

Public Works and Government Services Canada, Royal Commission 
to Investigate Losses by the Chinese Population of Vancouver, British 
Columbia, on the Occasion of the Riots in That City in September, 1907 
C 31921 (Ottawa, 1908), p. 3.
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Appendix from the Royal 
Commission
Excerpt from the appendix of the Royal Commission to 
Investigate Losses by the Chinese Population of Vancouver, 
British Columbia, on the Occasion of the Riots in That City in 
September, 1907, published in 1908 by the Canadian federal 
government to show the amount of money paid to Chinese 
claimants for the losses they suffered during the riots.
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Public Works and Government Services Canada, Royal Commission to Investigate Losses by the Chinese 
Population of Vancouver, British Columbia, on the Occasion of the Riots in That City in September, 1907 C 
31921 (Ottawa, 1908), p. 18. 
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Statement from Chinese lawyer 
to Mackenzie King
Excerpt from the Royal Commission to Investigate Losses by 
the Chinese Population of Vancouver, British Columbia, on the 
Occasion of the Riots in That City in September, 1907, published 
in 1908 by the Canadian federal government. The excerpt below 
is a statement made by Mr. Tung Cheng-Ling (Imperial Chinese 
lawyer) to W. L. Mackenzie King regarding the investigations 
King undertook as part of the Royal Commission.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Statement from Chinese lawyer to Mackenzie King.

… In the recent inquiries conducted by you, I beg to state that … we 
were much gratified by the fairness with which the inquiries were 
made, and for the many courtesies you have shown us we desire to 
express to you our high appreciation and sincere thanks ….

Public Works and Government Services Canada, Royal Commission to Investigate Losses by the Chinese Population of Vancouver, British Co-
lumbia, on the Occasion of the Riots in That City in September, 1907 C 31921 (Ottawa, 1908), p. 13.
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Precautionary measures
Excerpt from a book written by historian Patricia E. Roy entitled 
The Oriental question: Consolidating a white man’s province, 
1914–1941, published in 2003.

#1

Given Mackenzie King’s personal recollections of the 1907 riot and repeat-
ed references to the possibility of riots if something were not done about one 
or another aspect of the Asian question, it is not surprising that the federal 
government worried that planned demonstrations might get out of hand. 
Thus the federal Cabinet decided to remove all Japanese residents from the 
coast in order to prevent riots that could lead Japan to exact revenge at the 
expense of Canadian and other British subjects under its control.

Patricia E. Roy, The Oriental question: Consolidating a white man’s province, 1914–1941 (Vancouver, BC: UBC 
Press, 2003), p. 238. These excerpts are reprinted with permission of the Publisher. Copyright University of British 
Columbia Press.  All rights reserved by the Publisher | www.ubcpress.ca

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Consequences of the riot
Excerpt from a book written by historian Valerie Knowles entitled 
Forging our legacy: Canadian citizenship and immigration, 
1900–1977, published in 2000. The book was commissioned by 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada and various private groups to 
trace the evolution of Canadian citizenship and the role played by 
immigration in the development of Canada until 1977. 

#2

Following the riot, the Laurier government found itself in the seemingly un-
tenable [indefensible] position of having to placate [appease or soothe] Brit-
ish Columbia and Japan simultaneously. The solution lay in compromise. In 
response to British Columbia’s insistent demands that Asian immigration be 
halted, Ottawa negotiated an agreement with Japan whereby Japan would 
voluntarily limit the emigration of Japanese to Canada to 400 a year.

As part of this same initiative, the government dispatched Mackenzie King, 
the Deputy Minister of Labour and a future Prime Minister, to Vancouver 
to investigate and settle Japanese claims for damages. In his capacity as a 
one-man Royal Commission, King conducted a series of hearings and then 
awarded $9,000 in compensation to Japanese victims of the Vancouver 
Riot. Chinese riot victims, who had sustained more damage, later received 
$26,000.

Once the Japanese claims were settled, Mackenzie King sought to deter-
mine the origins of the recent Oriental influx. In his report, he attributed 
the abnormally large numbers to high immigration from Hawaii and to the 
activities of immigration companies based in Canada. King concluded that 
immigration by way of Hawaii should be banned, that companies should be 
prohibited from importing contract labour, and that Ottawa should severely 
limit the admission of Japanese newcomers. He also implied that immigra-
tion from India should be discouraged.
Valerie Knowles. Forging our legacy: Canadian citizenship and immigration, 1900–1977 (Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services Canada, 2000). | Citizenship and Immigration Canada
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/resources/publications/legacy/chap-3a.asp (Accessed May 7, 2012). 

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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